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In Memoriam 
Neil Spitzer 


We report with great sadness that Neil Spitzer, a longtime friend and colleague, died of a brain 
tumor on August 5. Neil was a mainstay of the Wilson Quarterly for one-third of its existence, and all 
of us are grateful for the talent, commitment, wit, and high spirits that he brought to the magazine. 

He was a man who made the most of everything, even, finally, adversity. Born in New Jersey in 
1956, the eighth of the nine children of Richard and Dorothy Spitzer, Neil grew up in Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania. After receiving a bachelor’s degree from Michigan State University and a master’s 
degree in international affairs from Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International 
Studies, he came to the Wilson Quarterly as a research assistant in 1982. He worked briefly as an 
editorial writer at the Cape Cod Times before returning the next year to the Wilson Quarterly, where 
he soon rose to become associate editor. When he left in 1988 and became managing editor of the 
Washington Quarterly, he retairied a connection to the Wilson Quarterly as a contributing editor. 

Neil believed that a journalist’s highest duty is to educate the public. With a strongly inquisitive 
mind, and by dint of much hard work, he made himself into an accomplished and prolific writer. In 
addition to his many unsigned contributions to the Wilson Quarterly, he wrote essays on two of his 
favorite cities, Berlin (Summer 1988) and Washington, D.C. (New Year’s 1989). He contributed 
several essays to the Atlantic Monthly and wrote an occasional column on political history that he 
syndicated to major newspapers across the country. And as Neil’s professional accomplishments 
grew, so did his private satisfactions. In 1988, he married Nancy Szabo. 

One of Neil’s passions was basketball, and he was known for his uncanny ability to get free for 
old-fashioned set shots, which he delivered gleefully and with unfailing accuracy. That combination 
of patented talent and pure zest was typical of him in all his endeavors. He was a fine and decent 
man and a good friend. He will be missed, and he will be remembered. 
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